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Children’s Shelter of Hope Foundation
505 N Tomahawk Is Dr 



Portland, OR  97217 



503 285 4007


             
503 283 1074 fax          

Minutes –  Board Meeting

Tuesday, March 25, 2008

6:30 PM at Chris Amo’s condo 

in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico
Next Meeting Tentatively Scheduled for Monday, November 24, 2008, 4:00 PM.
Board Members Present in La Cruz:  Christine Amo, Sol Martinez de Rios, Amy Welch, and Gabriela Whitten.

Board Member by Conference Phone: Anne-Marie Haynes.
Guest Present:  Pauline Wallis.

There being a quorum, the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Christine Amo.

Amy Welch took minutes.  

Gaby Whitten moved and Anne-Marie Haynes seconded to approve the January 20, 2008 minutes, with the following corrections or additions: 

· include formalized policy to bylaws which states that, “… significant grantees (e.g. Pasitos and the Refugio/Transition Home) are required to submit financial statements, proof of tax deductible status, etc. annually by January;” 
· maintain a $10,000 minimum in reserve funds.  

 PASS:   5 YES, 0 NO  

President’s Report – Christine Amo
Chris Amo reviewed the agenda, and asked for additional items.  

President Chris Amo noted that Sol has done a good job with organizing menus, and collecting produce and bread from Costco.  Compassion4Kids is paying for Luz, as well as any prescriptions noted by Dr. Peter Gordon.  Dr. Gordon charges a nominal fee of $5 US for each visit for the children, and free for the Madres.  Any follow-up visits are paid by Dr. Gordon.  A tutor is going to the Transition Home to help with math.  

The Tribune is not listing the US or Canadian foundation on the Charities page.  

“Wheels for Meals and Squeals” – the fundraiser for a van, is going well with interest noted by different potential donors.  The Mexican government may also be interested in matching funds.  The sunset on the fundraiser is April 25.  

“Day of the Children” is once again being sponsored by Georgia Darehshori.  The party will be at the Refugio – April 30.  

In terms of needs at the Refugio: tuition for Pamela (age 10) to attend a private Montessori school; psychological and neurological evaluations for several children including Lupita (age 8); and language therapy for David (age 4).

At the Transition Home, a housemother and assistant are necessary.  The girls are now at the Refugio, until a new housemother is identified. Volunteers have been painting and cleaning the house in the interim.

At Pasitos, Yolanda is short of funds.  Chris is going to host a fundraiser for Pasitos at Banana Cantina.  Pasitos and the Refugio are involved with US Consul Kelly Trainor and Marriott-sponsored, “Altruism Festival.”

Treasurer’s Report
Presently there is a balance of $65,711.01.  

Banamex 
$ 4,464.07

Key Bank 
28,642.97

Reliable Credit 
32,603.97

Canadian Foundation Report

Anne-Marie Haynes has made two proposals to “Feed the Children” and another organization.  Anne-Marie and Gaby will contact Starbuck’s for a donation.  $6,388 CDN balance.  The Canadian Foundation has paid for Sol’s salary through March, and are anticipating to pay for April and May.  “Children of the Dump” and the Canadian Children’s Shelter of Hope are the two known recognized Revenue Canada-sponsored charities in Puerto Vallarta.  Molly Fisher is currently working on Revenue Canada’s approval for her charities – Animal Spay & Neuter Clinic, and Punta Mita children and women’s charity.

Review of Financial Information and other documents from Pasitos and the Refugio

Pasitos and the Refugio have forwarded financials and registration information for their organizations.  

Donation Box at the Refugio

Chris Amo has asked that there be a sign placed on the donation box asking if any checks or cash is left in the Refugio donation box, and a donation receipt expected, that envelopes be marked as such indicating the Canadian Foundation or US Foundation.  Sol will see that the sign is placed on the box. 

Refugio Web Site changes

The Children’s Shelter of Hope Foundation is presently not listed as a major donor of the Refugio, although our foundation covers 50% or more of the expenses.  Sol to work with Refugio web site folks to see that correction is made.

Sandra’s expenses and employment

David Bender, President of the Board of Trustees for Vallarta Vision y Mision AC at Colegio Mexico-Americano, has found a donor who has promised Sandra a scholarship through the end of the year.  Sandra is living with the Original Volunteer students, and working at the Refugio ($500 pesos per week to cover her food).  The only cost is $1500 pesos per month.  Chris has paid $850 pesos, for which she is seeking reimbursement.  Sol said that she is requesting grades 4 times per year, in order to monitor Sandra’s progress.   Bender has promised a scholarship for next year, should Sandra keep her grades up.  In the summer she will work at the Refugio, and perhaps work for a dentist.

Tuition Money Request

Ceci’s surgery was free, including the hospital, medicine, anesthesiologist, and surgeon.  

The donors for Ceci’s surgery have agreed to pay for Pamela’s school, in lieu of their original donation.    $11,500 pesos is necessary to complete the school year.  

Payment of Refugio Staff Revisited

At our last meeting, Juan Carlos Rios, Refugio president, asked if we could pay their employees directly without banking Foundation checks with the Refugio.  The foundation refused to do so.  Again, the Refugio has asked that we pay their employees directly through the Foundation, without banking the Foundation checks.  

Chris Amo moved and Anne-Marie Haynes seconded to forward funds to the Refugio, to pay their employees in said referenced manner.

PASS:  4 YES, 1 NO (Amy)

New Life Mexico

Phillipa Vernon Powell is presently funded primarily by DIF and Compassion4Kids, she has requested additional funding from our foundation.  After discussion, the recommendation was not to fund this organization.  Manos de Amor, a Bucerias shelter, has also requested funding.  Manos is not a recognized tax deductible organization.  Gaby will let Manos know that we are interested in their shelter, but they first need to file the appropriate paperwork to be a recognized Mexican charity.  

Reserve Funds

Last year our funds were dangerously low in the fall.  We don´t want to find ourselves in this same position.  We have increased our funding base with the number of donors.  There are several donors who are presently making commitments to the Foundation, which are not accounted for presently in today’s financials.  Chris suggested that we fund through November as follows – in US funds:

Refugio

5400 - monthly

Pasitos                  2200 - monthly

Pamela                 1000 – one time cost for school through end of school year.

Sol

1000 - monthly

Chris Amo moved and Gaby Whitten seconded to increase giving through November.

PASS:  5 YES, 0 NO

Fundraising Ideas

Gates Foundation will be approached regarding computers.

Newsletters and Calendars

Donors from the past two years, who give $150 US or more, will receive a calendar and newsletters.

The general sense was to keep the donation the same.  

Other items from the Group

None noted.

Gaby Whitten moved and Amy Welch seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9 20 PM

PASS:   5 YES, 0 NO  

Next Meeting scheduled for Monday, November 24, 2008, 4:00 PM PV Time, at Sol’s house in Puerto Vallarta.

